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August 15, 2024- Abbeville, Louisiana: The Vermilion Early Childhood Network has announced the

Vermilion Baby Bundle is officially available to families in Vermilion Parish. This project is funded

through grant dollars provided by the Louisiana Department of Education to improve child wellness

and support approaches to learning.

The bundle is packaged in a diaper bag and includes:

infant and child friendly books to promote literacy,

a child safe swaddle to promote safe sleeping,



baby blanket and knit cap provided by Steps to Heaven

infant toy and teething ring to inspire curiosity and promote problem solving,

durable plastic document folder for the child’s birth certificate and other vital records,

informational pamphlets and flyers on: developmental milestones, quality childcare and early

learning centers, Abbeville General Hospital services, and Early Steps services for children

falling behind on developmental milestones,

toddler sized T-shirt,

and a custom mother’s bracelet set.

The Vermilion Baby Bundle will be available through Abbeville General Hospital as an incentive for

expectant mothers who complete the hospital’s educational class at the halfway mark through

their pregnancy. Expectant mothers can also complete an educational class with the Vermilion

Women’s Resource Center to receive a bundle.

The Vermilion Early Childhood Network is encouraging families to post pictures with their bundle

and tag the network. Follow and like the Vermilion Early Childhood Network’s social media page at

https://www.facebook.com/VPECN. Learn more about the bundle at

https://www.vermilionchildhoodnetwork.com/resources. Interested families can also contact

Abbeville General Hospital at 337-893-5466 or the Vermilion Women’s Resource Center at 337-283-

0400 for more information.

https://www.facebook.com/VPECN
https://www.vermilionchildhoodnetwork.com/resources
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Vermilion Baby Bundle

The non-profit, Steps to Heaven, has generously donated a baby blanket and knit cap for EVERY

Vermilion Baby Bundle! We want to thank this organization for providing these additional items for

the bundles. Learn more below about the importance of these items for infants.

Knit Caps

Newborns are tiny and have difficulty regulating their body temperatures since the head is a

significant source of heat retention or heat loss. By covering the top of an infant’s head with a

lightweight cap or beanie, hospital nurses help prevent sudden drops in the baby’s body

temperature. This keeps the baby healthy and comfortable. Additionally, infants in the neonatal

intensive care unit (NICU) might need to wear hats with constant supervision to keep their body

temperature warm.

Comfort Blankets

Studies have shown that babies who have a comfort blanket are more likely to feel a sense of

security and attachment to their caregiver. This attachment is important for a baby's emotional

development and can have an impact on their ability to form healthy relationships later in life.

Studies have also shown that babies who have a comfort object are more likely to adapt to new

environments and situations, and are more likely to be able to self-soothe when they are upset or

anxious. This is because the object provides them with a sense of familiarity and comfort, which

helps to reduce stress and anxiety.



Baby Bundle Contents Video

Early Childhood staff participated in the Abbeville General Health Fair on October 8th. Staff were

able to provide participants information about developmental milestones and care and education



of young children aged birth to five years old. The turnout for the

event was great and we are looking forward to participating in

future events with Abbeville General!

👶🏼🗣Staff from the Vermilion Early Childhood Network, Mrs. Tiffany Comeaux Simon from UWA

Early Head Start, and Owner/Director, Sarah Thibodeaux of Bright Beginnings Learning Center

participated in the VPSS College and Career Fair on October 9th at Kaplan High School. The team

was able to give information to prospective early learning educators working in childcare centers

or public school PreK.

VPSS District Professional Learning

This year, PreK teachers will participate in four half day Professional Learning opportunities over

the course of the 2024-2025 school year.



September 25th

January 29th

February 19th

March 26th

The focus of these meetings will be Creative Curriculum, Early Childhood Objectives for

Development and Learning, CLASS Evaluations, and ASQ3 Developmental Screenings. We are

looking forward to some amazing learning opportunities this year!

Childcare Education Institute Professional Learning

Platform

Family childcare owners, childcare directors, and CCR&R personnel

were given login credentials to access professional learning

content for Frog Street curriculum. The link to the login page will be added to the VPECN Resource

Hub and also accessed here.

2024 LDOE Early Childhood Conference: Shaping Louisiana's Future

On Saturday, October 5th, our early childhood staff members, Michelle Hunt and Delia Girouard, will

be presenting two sessions: "How to Elevate our Childcare Business in a Digital World", and "How

to Recruit and Retain Childcare Staff Using Digital Resources." To support our childcare partners

who are unable to attend, we have linked the presentations below.

How to Elevate Your Childcare Business in a Digital World

How to Recruit and Retain Your Childcare Staff Using Digital

Resources

https://www.cceifame.com/login.cfm
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PtWdg3ymqGAW38b_91T9Izld_W6Df78qo9dxPgHKTqM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1YNKT08YrL2A3laF7GKBIn60PvZsQEV3Qtep-GBaPD04/edit?usp=sharing








Learn more about our Childcare Partners and Head Start Directors! Click here to visit our partners

page on our website.

https://www.vermilionchildhoodnetwork.com/partners




Early Childhood Leader of the Year Finalist, Mrs. Tiffany Comeaux-Simon!

We are so proud of Mrs. Tiffany Comeaux-Simon, who was invited to speak to the Vermilion Early

Childhood Network partners during the September Network Meeting. She shared how the

nomination and finalist status has positively impacted her professional career and shared lessons

learned as a finalist for the 2024 Early Childhood Leader of the Year. Thank you for your inspiring

words to future participants of this great recognition program!



Vermilion Early Childhood Network Partners



Our Vermilion Early Childhood Advisory Council members have been selected for the 2024-2025

school year. At the final meeting to close out last school year, the council voted and approved the

calendar of meeting dates. The council will meet in the Early Childhood office at 4:30 on the

second Thursday of every other month beginning in September. The meeting dates are as follows:

September 12th- rescheduled to September 19th due to Hurricane Francine

November 14th

January 16th

March 13th

May 8th

Event Information



Office Hours for New Directors

Click HERE for webinar link!

Meeting ID: 922 9857 8944

When?

Friday, Oct 25, 2024, 12:00 PM

Event Information

Provider Update Webinar

Click HERE for webinar link!

Meeting ID: 915 3298 2014

Passcode: 519100

When?

Thursday, Nov 7, 2024, 01:00 PM

https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/92298578944
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91532982014?pwd=D5xkBgKac4rzD1SbQlOOC5BNmQTQsE.1




LENA Start classes coming this FALL!

Make sure you like and follow our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/VPECN/) for

announcements regarding the upcoming LENA Start family engagement program! We had great

feedback from families regarding last year's program and are excited to enroll new families this

FALL!!!

LENA Start

LENA Start is an evidence-based community program for groups of

families that uses regular feedback from LENA technology to help

increase interactive talk between adult caregivers and young

children...

launch lena.org
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Milestones Matter for Families!

https://www.vermilionchildhoodnetwork.com/resources


CDC's Milestone Tracker Mobile App

Download CDC's free Milestone Tracker app to complete a

milestone checklist for your child. Available for iOS and Android in

English and Spanish.

launch cdc.gov

Concerned about your Child's Development? Click here!

Early Steps | La Dept. of Health

The Louisiana Department of Health protects and promotes health

and ensures access to medical, preventive and rehabilitative

services for all citizens of the State of Louisiana.

launch ldh.la.gov

Baby Brain: Growth and Development

Like our newsletter?
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Click subscribe below to receive future Network Newsletters!

Vermilion Early Childhood Network
https://www.vermilionchildhoodnetwork.com/

Contact Subscribe

https://www.facebook.com/VPECN
https://www.instagram.com/vermilionecnetwork

